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ABOUT USBI
USBI is a not-for-profit organization promoting
the sustainable production and use of biochar

for sustainable food security, improved soil fertility, 
environment, and climate resilience.

Activities:
North America Conferences, Workshops, 
Demos, Fact Sheets, Newsletter, Website, 
Provider Directory, Social Media, Biochar 
Advocacy, Referrals, Forestry Partner, 
Technical Advisory Team, Research, Outreach 
& Education, biochar.groups.io 

Established 2009
Fact Sheets

Equipment & Technology Development

In-field Workshops

Trade shows & Conferences
Online Producers Directory

biochar-us.org/biochar-crop-application-guidelines

BIOCHAR CROP 
APPLICATION 
GUIDELINES 
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Networking – Education - Demonstration
Industry-Agriculture-Research-Public Policy



 Soil Health

 Climate Change

 Water Quality

 Nutrient Management

 Organic recycling, 

biomass management

Problems worth solving



Our Solutions

• Fully engage the scientific, agriculture, and biomass  
communities to produce and use safe, stable, 
sustainable biochar. 

• Research, educate, promote, demonstrate, develop 
markets, policy incentives, and quality standards.



Practical Implementation: Biochar Production 
Technologies 6



North American Biochar Conferences 
2009-2025
• 2009 – Boulder, Colorado
• 2010 – Ames, Iowa
• 2012 – Sonoma, California
• 2013 – Amherst, Massachusetts
• 2016 – Corvallis, Oregon
• 2018 – Wilmington, Delaware
• 2019 – Fort Collins, Colorado
• 2020 – Virtual “National Biochar Week”
• 2021 – Virtual “Business of Biochar” w/IBI
• 2022 – Morgantown, West Virginia
• 2024 – Sacramento, California
• 2025 – Minneapolis, Minnesota (Sept 10-13)

 Research explosion

 Industry growth in scale and 
capacity

 Market development from ag to 
building products and carbon

 Technology development and 
adaptation – mobile and 
stationary

 Public financing and support

 Public policy support (2008-2024)



Regional and International Collaboration
• American Farmland Trust
• Australia New Zealand Industry Group (ANZBIG)
• Canadian Biochar Initiative
• China Biochar Technology Group
• Eastern Biochar
• European Biochar Industry Council (EBI)
• Great Lakes Biochar Network
• Great Plains Biochar -> Nebraska Biochar
• International Biochar Initiative
• Latin American Biochar Institute
• Minnesota Biochar Initiative
• Sonoma Biochar Initiative
• US Composting Council
• USBI Urban Task Group
• US Biochar Coalition



2019-2024 Goals
• Biochar Production – >100,000 tons per year
Industry needs and opportunities
Reduce Production Costs (materials, transport, conversion)
Standardize methods of analysis

• Biochar Markets and Use
Update Biochar Strategic Plan
Industry Directory to connect users with suppliers
Fit biochar qualities to appropriate uses (designer biochars)
Key sector strategic alliances: USCC, C&D RA, Biomass Power
Support users through communications, projects (USFS USDA ARS, AFT)
Research and demonstrate uses, e.g. stormwater, remediation
Policy (Legislation, state CA, CO, WA, WV, PA; federal NCAT,USBC)

• Enable Biochar for Feed
• Develop Incentive Programs for use (NRCS Soil Carbon 336)
• Promote biochar as part of solutions or solutions to biomass 

residues, soil health, water quality, climate change 

Pacific BiocharRogue Biochar



2019-2024 Strategies
• Conferences
• Outreach

• Market and Technical Support (2018-2024)
• Communications: Website, Directory, Links, Email, Social Media
• Test Methods and Protocols; Labelling, definitions, standards 

(AAPFCO). International Standards Organization (ISO), IBI
• Workshops and Demonstrations, IBI Academy, Chesapeake Bay 

BMPs, Biochar in the Woods, CharBoss Demos
• Projects: Biochar Atlas (USDA ARS), Scaling Biochar 

(Chesapeake), Climate Smart (AFT), Soil Carbon Amendment 
(NRCS)   

• Policy Support – Water Quality (East Biochar) Biomass 
Management and Carbon (CA, CO), Feed, Biochar research 
Policy Project (NCAT), US Biochar Coalition

ICM IncPacific Biochar



Meet Our Platinum & Diamond Sponsors

Meet Our Premier Support Partner



Meet Our Gold and Silver Sponsors



Meet Our Supporting Organizations



Conference Team Leaders



The Conference Team



Contributing Board Members

KIM CHAFFEE
Board Member

ALBERT BATES 
Author, 
Global 
Ecovillage 
Network

RONAL LARSON, PhD
Larson Associates

DEBBIE ALLER, PhD 
Extension Associate, 
Cornell University



How You Can Help

www.biochar-us.org
info@biochar-us.org

Engage
Volunteer
Sponsor 
Donate

http://www.biochar-us.org/
mailto:USBiochar@gmail.com
http://www.biochar-us.org/
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