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Soil Carbon Amendment Practice Standard
 Interim Practice (808) 
 Created in 2018
 Evaluation & Refinement

 Transition to National Practice (336) 
 Expected for FY23 Release
 States can use either for a 1-year period

 Internal and External Comments
 2 Internal Review Periods

 >550 comments
 1 Public Comment Period 

 >500 comments
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The Practice Standard
A structural or vegetative measure, or management activity 

used to protect or reduce the degradation of soil, water, air, 
plant, animal, or energy resources
Delivers technology based on allowable criteria to adapt the 

technology to the site 
 164 Current Practices in NHCP
 Supporting Materials:
 Specifications
 Implementation Requirements
 Payment Scenarios
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The Practice Standard
Definition
Purposes
Conditions Where 

Practice Applies
General Criteria
Additional Criteria
Considerations*
Plans & Specifications
Operation & Maintenance



FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/
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500+?

More?
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Actual 
Carbon 

Applied?

30%?
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Scenario Name Narrative Rate* Unit

100% Biochar Apply 100% biochar… $200 Cubic Yards (per 
Acre)

80% Biochar-20% Compost Apply a blend of a >= 80% biochar and <= 20% 
compost (by volume)…

$170 Cubic Yards (per 
Acre)

60% Biochar-40% Compost Apply a blend of a >= 60% biochar and <= 40% 
compost (by volume)…

$150 Cubic Yards (per 
Acre)

40% Biochar-60% Compost Apply a blend of a >= 40% biochar and <= 60% 
compost (by volume)…

$130 Cubic Yards (per 
Acre)

20% Biochar-80% Compost Apply a blend of a >= 20% biochar and <= 80% 
compost (by volume)…

$105 Cubic Yards (per 
Acre)

Compost & Biochar Blend
Small Areas

Apply a blend of a >= 50% biochar and <= 50% 
compost (by volume)…

$13 Cubic Feet (per 
1000 ft2)

….to sequester carbon, reduce nitrogen losses, and improve other soil health-related resource concerns.  
Biochar has been tested and is imported from an outside source. Biochar is applied at the recommended rate 
to treat the identified resource concerns
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National Biochar Agreement
USDA-ARS & NRCS, USBI, AFT, WSU Collaboration ($800k)
Provide tools & calculators for potential biochar users to: 
 Select appropriate biochar products; 
 Calculate appropriate amendment rates; 
 Estimate financial costs and benefits of biochar amendment; and
 Estimate greenhouse gas and carbon sequestration benefits from 

biochar application. 

Coordinate training and outreach to biochar producers to 
increase the representation of commercially available 
biochars within the Biochar Atlas (USBI). 
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National Biochar Agreement
Provide training and outreach material targeted to farmers 

(producers)*, ag service providers, conservation planners, & 
biochar producers (manufacturers)*. 
Educate biochar producers about the regional market, 

performance characteristics of biochar, & value of biochar 
products. 
Provide NRCS materials to train planners, including:
 Videos, webinars, and fact sheets to implement EQIP practices, 

including Soil Carbon Amendment (336/808) 

*NRCS refers to farmers, ranchers, forestland owners, operators etc. as “producers”. 
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THE USDA ARS
WANTS TO INCLUDE 
YOUR BIOCHAR IN OUR
LIBRARY.

We are offering free lab 
testing of commercially 
available biochars to 
include them in our
decision support toolkit.

Contact :
Kristin Trippe
Kristin.Trippe@USDA.GOV

For more information!

HELP US… HELP FARMERS!
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Meeh, NRCS

This information is provided as a public service and constitutes no endorsement 
by the United States Department of Agriculture or the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service of any service, supply, or equipment listed. 
While an effort has been made to provide a complete and accurate listing of 
services, supplies, and equipment, omissions or other errors may occur and, 
therefore, other available sources of information should be consulted
The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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